Book Reconsideration Committee Meeting 
Agenda 
November 3, 2010 
4:00-5:00 p.m. 

1. Principles and Procedures to Guide the Work of a Reconsideration Committee 

2. The Library Bill of Rights 

3. HSD Selection and Acquisition Process 

4. Children's Literature Reviews 

5. Voting members express opinion regarding When the Black Girl Sings and make recommendation 

6. Information about specific grade level novels 

7. Voting members express opinion regarding specific grade level novels and make recommendation 
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Communication Skills Coordinator 
Curriculum Services 
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February 16, 2012 

Dr. Charles Davis 
204 Neff Hall 

UM— Columbia 65211-1200 
Dear Dr. Davis: 

Hazelwood School District has only had one challenge to materials in school libraries 
and/or classrooms since January 1 , 2008 to the present. 

On October 12, 2010 a parent completed a Reconsideration of Textbooks, Books, or 
Materials form to have the novel When the Black Girl Sings by Bil Wright removed from the 
middle school library. I am attaching a copy of the form that was completed by the parent. 

Per Board Policy, a committee was formed of Parents, students, administrators, a librarian, 
and a teacher to review the request. The committee studied reviews of the book, the 
Hazelwood School District Board of Education procedures for selection of Instructional 
Media Centers/School Libraries, the Library Bill of Rights, and the IFLA Position on Public 
Lending Right. 

After consideration, the committee recommended to the Board of Education that the novel 
remain in the middle school libraries. 

I am attaching the forms that were used in this process. Please feel free to call or email if 
you need any further information regarding this matter. 

Sincerely, 



Jo Anne DuMont 

Communication Skills Coordinator 



The Learning Center 
15955 New Halls Ferry Road 
Florissant, MO 63031 
(314) 953-5188 

jdumont@hazelwoodschools.org 



FILE: IIA 
CRITICAL 



INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS 



As the governing body of the school district, the Board is legally responsible for the 
selection of instructional materials. Since the Board is a policy-making body, it 
delegates to professional personnel of the district the authority for the selection of 
instructional materials for approval by the Board. Every effort will be made to 
ensure that instructional materials are distributed equitably among the district's 
schools so that a balanced distribution of instructional materials will occur. Free 
textbooks are provided in grades K-12. 

Materials for the school classrooms and school libraries will be selected by the 
appropriate professional personnel, in consultation with the administration. When 
the budget for the year is approved in final form by the Board, the superintendent 
or designee shall direct the purchase of books, supplies, equipment and other 
instructional materials required, within the limits of the adopted budget. The 
superintendent or designee shall audit all claims and submit to the Board for 
approval and authorization for payment. 

It is the responsibility of the professional staff to select instructional materials of the 
highest quality that will support the educational curriculum and goals of the district. 
Consideration should be given to all available textbooks in the content area to 
provide opportunities for each child to realize his or her greatest potential through 
education. 



The value and impact of any textbook, library or other instructional material will be 
judged as a whole, taking into account the purpose of the material rather than 
individual and isolated expressions or incidents of the work. Multi-cultural, 
disability-aware and gender-fair concepts will be criteria for selection of materials. 

The district shall preferentially procure educational materials, including textbooks 
and collected materials, from vendors who make the materials available in either 
Braille format or electronic format which is computer-readable in a form approved 
by the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, at no greater cost 
than for regular materials. 



******* 



Note: The reader is encouraged to check the index iocated at the beginning 
of this section for other pertinent policies and to review 
administrative procedures and/or forms for related information. 



Adopted: 01/19/1993 

Revised: 1 0/1 7/2000; 1 2/06/2005 

Cross Refs: DK, Payment Procedures 

DN, Surplus School Property 

KLB, Public Questions, Comments or Concerns Regarding 
Instructional/Media/ Library Materials 

Legal Refs: §§ 170.051 - .171, RSMo. 
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INSTRUCTIONAL MEDIA CENTERS/SCHOOL LIBRARIES 

(Selection and Reconsideration of Materials) 



The district will obtain materials for the district's media centers and libraries that 
are current, address the curriculum needs of district instructors and provide the 
learning resources needed by district students. District librarians, teachers and 
administrators are responsible for the selection and reconsideration of materials 
for the district's media centers and school libraries in accordance with the 
objectives listed in this regulation. Suggestions for the selection and 
reconsideration of materials will be reviewed at least annually. The superintendent 
or designee will adopt procedures as needed to accomplish the goals of this 
regulation. 

Objectives for the Selection of Library Materials 

Library materials will be selected in accordance with the following objectives: 

1. Provide materials that will enrich and support the curriculum, taking into 

consideration the varied interests, abilities and maturity levels of the pupils 
served. 

2. Provide materials that will stimulate growth in factual knowledge, literary 

appreciation, aesthetic values and ethical standards. 

3. Provide background information that will enable students to make intelligent 

judgments in their daily lives. 

4. Provide materials on opposing sides of controversial issues so that young 

citizens may develop, under guidance, the practice of critical reading and 
thinking. 

5. Provide materials representative of the contributions to our American heritage 

from the many religious, ethnic and cultural groups. 

6. Place principle above personal opinion and reason above prejudice in the 

selection of materials of the highest quality in order to assure a 
comprehensive collection appropriate for the users of the library. 

7. Use existing special criteria for the selection of all kinds of materials, such as 

films, CDs, tapes and books, for all subject areas. The general criteria that 
may be applied to all acquisitions are as follows: 

► Material should have permanent or timely values. 

► Information should be accurate. 

► Material should be presented in a clear manner. 

► Material should be authoritative. 

► Material should have significance. 

The above-mentioned criteria will also apply to the acceptance of any gift of 
materials or to the selection of materials purchased with a monetary gift from an 



individual or group. 
Reconsideration 

Library materials will be reconsidered and, if necessary, removed from district 
media centers and libraries in accordance with the following guidelines: 

1 . The material is outdated or factually incorrect. 

2. A more thorough or more complete resource exists. 

3. The resource no longer supports the district's curriculum objectives. 

4. The resource is not used by either staff or students. 

5. The resource is not recommended by district librarians, teachers or 

administrators. 

******* 

Note: The reader is encouraged to check the index located at the beginning 
of this section for other pertinent policies and to review 
administrative procedures and/or forms for related information. 

Adopted: 12/06/2005 

Legal Refs: §§ 182.815 - .817, RSMo. 
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PUBLIC QUESTIONS, COMMENTS OR CONCERNS REGARDING DISTRICT 
INSTRUCTIONAL/MEDIA/LIBRARY MATERIALS 



The Hazelwood School District Board of Education has the ultimate responsibility 
for establishing the curriculum and for purchasing instructional, media and library 
materials to be used by the district. However, the Board recognizes that its 
authority to remove or censor materials because of ideological or religious content 
may be limited pursuant to state and federal law. 

The Board encourages community input and comments regarding the district's 
instructional, media and library materials and directs the district staff to answer all 
questions regarding the selection of the materials. The superintendent or designee 
will create procedures to efficiently address community member questions or 
concerns and to provide for an adequate review of the materials, if necessary. 



Note: The reader is encouraged to check the index located at the beginning 
of this section for other pertinent policies and to review 
administrative procedures and/or forms for related information. 

Adopted: 01/19/1993 

Revised: 03/02/1999; 10/19/2004 

Readopted: 12/06/2005 

Cross Refs: BDDH, Public Participation at Board Meetings 
IIA, Instructional Materials 
MAC, Instructional Media Centers/School Libraries 

Legal Refs: Board of Education, Island Trees Union Free School District v Pico 
457 U.S. 853, 871 (1982) 
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[edit] The Library Bill of Rights 

The Library Bill of Rights, as adopted by the American Library Association in 1939, revised in 
1948, and amended in 1961, 1967, and 1980, reads: 

I. Books and other library resources should be provided for the interest, information, and 
enlightenment of all people of the community the library serves. Materials should not be 
excluded because of the origin, background, or views of those contributing to their 
creation. 

II. Libraries should provide materials and information presenting all points of view on 
current and historical issues. Materials should not be proscribed or removed because of 
partisan or doctrinal disapproval, 

III. Libraries should challenge censorship in the fulfillment of their responsibility to 
provide information and enlightenment. 

IV. Libraries should cooperate with all persons and groups concerned with resisting 
abridgment of free expression and free access to ideas. 

V. A person's right to use a library should not be denied or abridged because of origin, age, 
background, or views. 

VI. Libraries which make exhibit spaces and meeting rooms available to the public they 
serve should make such facilities available on an equitable basis, regardless of the beliefs 
or affiliations of individuals or groups requesting their use. 
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Checklist for Committee's Reconsideration of 
Textbooks, Books, and Materials 
Fiction and Other Literary Forms 

Title of Book: 

Author 

A. PURPOSE 

1 . What is the purpose, theme or message of the material? How well does the 
author/producer/composer accomplish this purpose? 



2. If the story is fantasy, is it the type that has imaginative appeal and is suitable for 

children? ( ) Yes ( ) No 

for young adults? ( ) Yes ( ) No 

If both are marked no, for what age group would you recommend? 



3. Will the reading and/or viewing and/or listening to material result in more 
compassionate understanding of human beings? ( ) Yes ( ) No 

4. Does it offer an opportunity to better understand and appreciate the aspirations, 
achievements, and problems of various groups of people? ( ) Yes ( ) No 

5. Are the challenged elements of the story an integral part of the materials'? 
() Yes () No 

B. CONTENT 

1. Does the material give a realistic picture of life at that time period? ( ) Yes ( ) No 

2. When factual information is part of the story, is it presented accurately? ( )Yes ( ) No 

3. If there is bias, can it be identified by the intended user? ( ) Yes ( ) No 
Does this bias detract from the usefulness of the material? ( ) Yes ( ) No 

4. Are concepts presented appropriate to the ability and maturity of the intended users'? 
( ) Yes ( ) No 



l 



5. Do characters speak in a language true to the period and section of the country in 
which they live? ( ) Yes ( ) No 

6. Does the material offend in some special way the sensibilities of any qroup? 
()Yes()No 



7. Is there preoccupation with sex, violence, cruelty, brutality, and aberrant behavior that 
would make this material inappropriate for children? ( ) Yes ( ) No 

young adults? ( ) Yes ( ) No. 

8. If there is use of offensive language, is it appropriate to the purpose of the text for 
children? ( ) Yes ( ) No for young adults? ( ) Yes ( ) No. 

9. Is the material free from derisive names and epithets that would be offensive? 
() Yes () No 

10. Is the material well written or produced? ( ) Yes ( ) No 

1 1 . Does the material give a broader understanding of human behavior without 
stressing differences of class, race, color, sex, education, religion or philosophy in any 
adverse way? ( ) Yes ( ) No 

12. Does the material make a significant contribution to the history of literature or ideas'? 
( ) Yes ( ) No. 

13. Are the illustrations appropriate and in good taste? ( ) Yes ( ) No 

14. Are the illustrations realistic in relation to the story? ( ) Yes ( ) No 

C. REVIEWS 

IA. Source of review 

Favorable review Unfavorable review 

I B. Does this title appear in one or more reputable selection tools? ( ) Yes ( ) No 
If answer is yes, please list titles of selection tools: 



2A. Source of review 



Favorable review Unfavorable review 

2B. Does this title appear in one or more reputable selection tools? ( ) Yes ( ) No 
If answer is yes, please list titles of selection tools: 



ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 



RECOMMENDATION BY RECONSIDERATION COMMITTEE FOR TREATMENT OF 
CHALLENGED MATERIALS 



SIGNATURE OF MEDIA ADVISORY REVIEW COMMITTEE 



Date 



3 



REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION OF TEXTBOOKS OR MATERIALS 

AUTHOR 



TITLE 

PUBLISHER COPYRIGHT DATE 



NAME OF SCHOOL WITH TITLE/MATERIAL IN SCHOOL LIBRARY or USED IN OR FOR A CLASS 



REVIEW REQUEST INITIATED BY: 
NAME 



ADDRESS. 
CITY 



STATE ZIP 



EMAIL ADDRESS 



HOME PHONE BUSINESS 

Complainant Represents: 

1. Himself/herself: YES NO 



CELL: 



2. Other than himself/herself YES NO 



3. If yes was marked on #2, give name of group &/or person. 



Address or group &/or 
person 



City ■ State Zi p_ 

Phone number of group &/or person 



If you need more space for any answers, please use back side of sheet or attach a separate page. 

1. Have you read the entire book? YES NO 

2. If yes, give a summary of the book in your own words. 



THE I FLA POSITION ON 
PUBLIC LENDING RIGHT 

(April 2005) 
Introduction 

The International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA) is a non- 
governmental organization (INIGO) representing the interests of libraries and information 
services as well as the users of such services throughout the world. 

Libraries accessible to the public, together with other not for profit cultural, scientific and 
educational institutions, exist to serve the public and guarantee free unlimited access by 
citizens to the full spectrum of humanity's recorded knowledge and information. They take a 
crucial role in the development and maintenance of a democratic society by enabling access 
for all members of the community to a wide and varied range of knowledge, ideas and 
opinions. Public libraries in particular enable people, especially children and young people, 
to acquire and develop the habit of reading. As idea stores and knowledge powerhouses 
they also provide essential facilities for learning and research. 

Library and information services are essential gateways to culture and information for users, 
including the creators of copyright works. As significant players representing their users, 
they take a pivotal role in ensuring that the public interest represented by society's need for 
knowledge is recognized as a priority and appropriately balanced against copyright holders' 
legal and moral rights. 

Furthermore library and information services are major customers of information producers, 
purchasing both analogue and digital formats, and they are also the major customers of 
reproduction rights organizations as their principle licensees, in order to be able to extend 
access and use of copyright works to users beyond the limited provisions of the statutory 
exceptions and limitations to copyright. Working within those exceptions and limitations, 
they strive to ensure that their users have lawful and equitable access to the knowledge' 
contained in copyright works, while respecting the intellectual property rights of authors, 
performers, publishers and other producers of the works. 

IFLA's long held position on copyright and related rights is that the economic rights of 
information providers must be balanced against society's need to gain access to knowledge. 
The onward and consistent expansion of copyright and related rights into new arenas has 
led to the increased use of licensing, extending to more and more activities such as 'lending 
right', which this paper addresses. IFLA believes that unless great care is taken to preserve 
and indeed vigorously uphold the exceptions and limitations to copyright throughout the 
world to maintain this balance, this trend will in due course impact in a profoundly negative 
way on education and research and its outcome, which is the cultural, scientific and 
economic progress of individuals, and of nations and society, affecting in particular the 
economies of developing countries. 

What is Public Lending Right? 

Public Lending Right (PLR) does not exist in many countries, and varies in its application 
from country to country where it does exist. The term applies to two separate concepts 

1. In its strict legal sense, PLR may be a copyright - one of the limited, monopoly rights 
granted to the copyright owner of a protected work. It grants the owner the right to 
authorize or prohibit the public lending of a protected work in its tangible form* after the 



work has been distributed to the public. Authorisation of public lending can take place 
through licensing and through payment of royalties to authors through collecting societies. 

2. A second concept sometimes described as PLR, is a "remuneration right," which is the 
right of an author (not necessarily the copyright owner) to receive monetary compensation 
for the public lending of his or her work. Where countries have chosen to establish a 
remuneration right, they have set their own criteria for eligibility and in some cases (but not 
all) this is to meet cultural objectives. In some countries, the remuneration right exists 
under law as an alternative to the PLR (in the legal sense described in (1) above), and is 
therefore seen as being associated with copyright. In other countries, the remuneration 
right is entirely outside of the context of copyright. In either case though, remuneration 
made to authors is not considered a payment of copyright royalties. 

*(Public lending is not an act of extraction or reutilisation as from a database. It applies to 
works in material formats only.) 

Further information on Public Lending Right 

For background information on PLR, its current legislative framework and its implementation 
in various countries please refer to the companion Background Paper on Public Lending 
Right 

IFLA's position on Public Lending Right 

IFLA has already established core values and principles concerning free access to ideas, 
information and works of the imagination, and in turn free access to publicly accessible 
libraries, their place within the national infrastructure, and public lending right. These are 
listed below. 

1. IFLA's Core Values include the endorsement of the principles of freedom of access to 
information, ideas and works of imagination and freedom of expression as embodied in 
Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights the belief that people, communities 
and organizations need universal and equitable access to information, ideas and works of 
imagination for their social, educational, cultural, democratic and economic well-being 

the conviction that delivery of high quality library and information services helps guarantee 
that access 

2. "The public library shall in principle be free of charge. The public library is the 
responsibility of local and national authorities. It must be supported by specific legislation 
and financed by national and local government. It has to be an essential component of any 
long-term strategy for culture, information provision, literacy and education. "IFLA/UNESCO 
Public Library Manifesto 1994. 

3. "IFLA believes that the lending of published materials by libraries should not be restricted 
by legislation and that contractual provisions, for example within licensing agreements, 
shoulcl not override reasonable lending of electronic resources by library and information 
staff." IFLA CLM: Limitations and exceptions to copyright and neighbouring rights in the 
digital environment: an international library perspective (revised 2004). 

4. "...It is important that funds for payment of public lending right should not be taken from 
libraries' funds for the purchase of materials. However, public lending right, if separately 
funded, does provide support for authors without affecting public libraries' budgets. In some 
schemes it can also provide useful statistics on the loans of books by specific authors. 



Librarians should participate in the development of public lending right schemes to ensure 
they are not financed from library budgets. The Public Library Service: IFLA/UNESCO 
Guidelines for Development, 2001(pl7 para 2.3.3). 

In line with these established principles IFLA affirms that 

IFLA does not favour the principles of 'lending right 1 , which can jeopardize free 
access to the services of publicly accessible libraries, which is the citizen's human 
right. IFLA endorses freedom of access to information, and will continue to resist all 
circumstances that could hamper this access. 

Public lending is essential to culture and education and should be freely available 
to all. It is in the public interest that lending not be restricted by legislation or by 
contractual provisions such as licensing. While the cultural and social support for authors 
that most existing PLR schemes provide is indeed laudable, the justification usually given for 
PLR - that the use of copyright works through public libraries detracts from primary sales - 
is unproven. In fact, lending by publicly accessible libraries often assists in the marketing of 
copyright works and encourages sales. 

Even though there is no international requirement by treaty or convention to grant "lending 
right," a number of countries, particularly in Europe, have made lending a restricted act 
under copyright, and it is possible that other countries might follow suit. Given these 
circumstances, the growth of PLR cannot be ignored and librarians need to be able to 
influence the design of PLR systems where they are nevertheless to be introduced, since the 
introduction of PLR systems can put the services of publicly accessible libraries at risk unless 
sensitively handled by legislators. 

In countries where PLR systems are introduced, librarians could, in the right circumstances, 
accept PLR as a means of cultural recognition and economic and social security support for 
authors provided that the financial and administrative support for PLR does not come from 
library budgets, but from the State as a cultural support. IFLA advocates that the 
introduction of PLR should not result in costs for access by users to information held in 
publicly accessible libraries. 

Recommendations concerning the introduction or modification of PLR systems 
1. Funding principles 

Access to public libraries, whether to use the works they contain for reference purposes or 
in order to borrow them, must remain free at the point of use. Furthermore, the costs of 
PLR should not in any way impinge on the quality and variety of the services publicly 
accessible libraries provide. Therefore, in order to best support national cultural and 
educational objectives, the funds for establishing and maintaining PLR systems and 
remunerating rights holders must not come from library budgets but should be separately 
funded by the State. 

Justification 

Libraries that serve the public are usually funded directly or indirectly by the State at the 
national or local level. They often provide their services from constrained, even meagre, 
budgets and thus are simply not in a position to find additional monies to fund PLR, whether 
PLR takes the form of a remuneration scheme or copyright licensing. If they were forced to 



do so, such libraries would have to make swingeing cuts to the purchase of stock the 
number of staff and the provision of their many valuable services, to the detriment of user 
choice and access. In addition to such cuts, they may also be forced to charge users for 
loans or to use the library at all. 

"Everyone has the right of equal access to public service in his country." (Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights Art. 21(2)). Access which is not free cannot be equal. Any such 
refusal by the State to support its national culture and the role of its public library system 
and other not-for-profit educational, cultural and scientific establishments in providing 
access to information, denies equal access to learning and knowledge to all its citizens 
including not only the most vulnerable members of society, but also authors themselves 
Everyone in society needs publicly accessible libraries to provide them with the knowledqe 
and information to foster intellectual creativity. 

2. Developing countries 

Lending right should be rejected in the greater public interest in situations where a country 
cannot afford to fund PLR without diverting resources earmarked to fund more fundamental 
public services. In particular, lending right should not be established in countries that are 
not considered high or middle income by the World Bank. 

Justification 



In developing countries, the first priority is that monies allocated for cultural and 
educational purposes are used to provide wide access to education and the development of 
a good public library service and infrastructure. Libraries must be able to focus their often 
meager budgets on improving literacy rates and addressing basic educational needs 
providing students with access to modern learning resources, developing innovative 'services 
to bring much needed information on healthcare, AIDS prevention, agricultural techniques 
and democratic participation to rural and underprivileged communities. 

By increasing literacy rates and encouraging reading habits, libraries are fostering the long- 
term development of a market for information products, especially for the local content 
industries. In the short term, libraries are using their purchasing power to support and 
encourage these industries. 

If PLR were introduced in developing countries, the State may be unable to divert funds to 
pay for it without severely compromising other services, such as primary healthcare, which 
may be considered more essential to the public interest. Publicly accessible libraries in such 
countries are likewise not in a position to be able to pay for PLR without fatally undermining 
their already fragile core services. If new charges were introduced to use public libraries 
many people would be unable to pay. Library usage would decrease, which would have a 
country negative impact on litera cy levels and the subsequent economic growth of that 

It should also be noted that developing countries would most likely experience more 
payments for PLR to foreign authors than to their own nationals. 
3. Legal framework 

If a PLR system is introduced, it should be either a cultural support scheme or a 
remuneration right with its own enabling legislation outside the copyright legislative reg 



ime. 



1. Where it is proposed to introduce PLR or modify existing systems, librarians need to 
campaign vigorously in the public interest to ensure that the PLR scheme benefits authors, 
but without detracting from access to information by the public and without the use of 
funding for libraries. 

2. In the event that in future the introduction of PLR should be required in order to comply 
with international treaties or conventions, countries should be allowed to settle PLR rates 
and rules for execution of it that are in line with their financial and organisational resources 
and that do not constrain the goals and objectives of publicly accessible libraries. Countries 
should furthermore be allowed to obtain a temporary waiver of their obligations on the 
grounds of their economic and social viability. The introduction of PLR and the rate of 
remuneration chosen should take into account the respective country's relative wealth so 
that damage to access to information is minimalised or avoided. 

Justification 

If the introduction of PLR is not properly handled, PLR is likely to result in the deterioration 
of library holdings and the withdrawal of the free access currently enjoyed by the citizen to 
education, culture, information and ideas through the universal gateway to knowledge 
provided by publicly accessible libraries. Choosing the wrong type of PLR system for the 
country's own interests could, especially in the case of developing countries or where 
holdings of publicly accessible libraries are dominated by foreign authors, result in the drain 
of precious resources in the form of remuneration to authors abroad (possibly in wealthier 
more developed countries) under copyright national treatment rules. This would be to the 
long-term detriment of the national economy and culture. 

4. Legislative definitions 

Definitions or explanations of phrases and terms used in legislation are crucial, and 
librarians need to lobby effectively to ensure that legislation is carefully drafted. 

Justification 

The only current supranational definition for 'lending right' is that of the EU Directive 
92/100/EEC which states in Articles 1(2) and 1(3) that '"lending* means making available 
for use, for a limited period of time and not for direct or indirect economic or commercial 
advantage, when it is made through establishments which are accessible to the public." In 
the absence of any international treaty or convention relating to lending right, this Directive 
is likely to be influential for countries considering its introduction. However countries outside 
the EU (other than candidate countries) are not bound by its terms and are under no 
obligation to follow it. 

The perils of drafting are such that it should be noted that in the EU's case, phrases such as 
'making available for use' can be interpreted more widely than what is commonly 
understood in normal language by 'lending.' The phrase accommodates the existing use of 
reference works in Sweden's libraries as 'lending,' and this extension to PLR is now 
proposed in the UK. 

In another example, as EBLIDA, the European Bureau of Library, Information and 
Documentation Associations, reminded the Commission, the failure to provide an exhaustive 
list of categories of 'establishments which are accessible to the public' in the Directive, has 
contributed to the current dispute between the European Commission and certain Member 
States over which categories of establishment accessible to the public may be exempted 



from PLR. As EBLIDA pointed out, the later harmonizing Information Society Directive 
2001/29/EC indicates that the categories of establishments that qualify as being 'accessible 
to the public' are in fact publicly accessible libraries, educational establishments, museums 
and archives, so these all potentially qualify for exemption. (EBLIDA Statement on the 
infringement procedures over Public Lending Right, March 2004) 

5. Consultation and involvement 

1. Librarians should lobby to ensure that, as is the usual practice in countries with 
established PLR systems, they as well as rights holders should from the very start be 
consulted about proposed legislation and the process of setting up and running the PLR 
system. Librarians also should seek to be invited to serve, together with rights holder 
representatives, on national advisory boards which develop policy, advise the PLR 
administrators and negotiate with rights holder organizations or collecting societies. 

2. Additionally, where a copyright licensing system operates rather than a cultural scheme, 
librarians need to ensure they are directly involved in negotiations with collecting societies 
to determine the terms and conditions and fees for their lending licenses. 

3. Any legislation should be established in close cooperation with all stakeholders, including 
library organizations. 

Justification 

It is important that the PLR administration be run efficiently and not absorb too much of the 
funding in its costs, so that the maximum possible percentage of the remuneration fund 
goes to the eligible recipients and so that the administrative burden on the libraries is 
minimised or even made insignificant. The best way to ensure cooperation from all 
stakeholders and the smooth running of the schemes is to involve both librarians and rights 
holders in the policymaking. 

Mentioned Internet Sources: Background Paper on Public Lending Right 
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(http://archive.ifla.org/III/introOO.htm) IFLA/UNESCO Public Library Manifesto 1994 
(http://archive.ifla.org/VII/s8/unesco/manif.htm) IFLA CLM: Limitations and exceptions to 
copyright and neighbouring rights in the digital environment: an international library 
perspective (revised 2004) (htt p://archive.ifla.o rg /IH/clm/ pl/ilp.htm) The Public Library 
Service: IFLA/UNESCO Guidelines for Development, 2001 

(http://archive.ifla.org/VII/s8/news/pg01.htm) Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
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EBLIDA Statement on the infringement procedures over Public Lending 



